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Not many schools have their own museums, but the new Townline School isn't just any school.  

It sits on the spot of the original Hawthorn School. Artifacts retrieved from the original building set 
the foundation for the museum, though Karen Cencula - co-principal along with Eileen Conway - 
said the room will be used to preserve the history of the entire district.  

"It is important to have a spot dedicated for these artifacts, and not have them spread all around 
the school," said Cencula, an alumna of the school. "This is not just for the original school, but for 
everything that happens in the district."  

A Preservation Committee, of which Cencula is a member, was formed just over two years ago at 
the request of Superintendent Youssef Yomtoob - before the original school was razed to ensure 
its history was not lost.  

Among the articles saved from that school are a slate blackboard, mechanized closet doors, a 
cabinet and a mural that was commissioned in 1937 through the Illinois Art Project of Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt's Workers Progress Administration (WPA).  

Anita Foster - a 1956 Hawthorn graduate, Preservation Committee member, and an employee of 
the district - remembered the mural, titled "Children's Stories," from her second-grade class 
picture. At the first meeting, Foster mentioned her recollection and the drop ceiling was prodded 
and a portion of the mural revealed.  

"The importance of Anita Foster hit me last week," Cencula said. "We wouldn't have even known 
it was there. It would have been lost."  

Foster said this has been an important project for District 73.  

"I went to this school. My parents (Ben and Gen LaMagdeleine) went to this school. And my 
children (Karen and Jeff) went to this school," she said. "I live in Indian Creek, so I never moved 
too far away. It is important to preserve roots."  

Alan Hahn, who graduated from Hawthorn in 1964 and is now business manager, said the project 
has been a labor of love.  

"We thought about making the room exactly the same as the original had been, but decided it 
would be better to have a functional room that captured the character," he said. "We wanted to 
move history forward. We have new lights and floor, but they are styled after the period."  

Hahn said volunteer effort kept the costs of dismantling the room to a minimum.  



"We had limited funds, but we got a great group of volunteers together to do this," he said. "We 
are close to ready for a fall dedication. We just got the mural up last week. I think we want to use 
some of the wood from the original to put a frame around the mural itself."  

Cencula said the Preservation Committee has speculated that the Insull family, who donated the 
property on which the school sits, is responsible for having the mural donated in 1937.  

"This is the only one in this area - others are closer to the city like Highland Park, Lake Forest and 
Highwood," she said. "None of the information we've put out has had anybody come forward with 
information about how the mural got here."  

Keep the story going 

Cencula gave Melissa Sabin's second-grade class a mini history lesson in the museum room on 
Monday. She asked the students to help her keep the story going.  

"We are trying to make this room look like one of the original rooms from 100 years ago," Cencula 
told the class.  

She started with the second-grade class, because she came to Hawthorn in 1962, when she was 
in second grade.  

"I was really nervous about coming into a new school," Cencula said. "I remember I walked all the 
way into the closet and looked out at all of the new faces."  

Cencula pointed up to the mural and asked the students to call out the stories depicted - Three 
Little Pigs, Little Red Riding Hood and Pinocchio among others.  

"Mrs. Foster, in the district office, said we have to preserve some of the history and we pushed up 
the ceiling tile and saw some of the picture. I saw the three bears first," she said.  

She told the students the painting, which had been painted on canvas and later attached to the 
wall, had been mostly covered with white paint.  

"For years, nobody knew this was in the room," she said. "If we didn't have a group that saw the 
importance of saving history, we wouldn't have this. You can't put a price on this."  

Student Lauren Johnston asked Cencula how the mural was painted.  

"It was drawn by an artist for the State of Illinois and brought to the school in 1937 as a WPA arts 
project," she answered. "They painted the mural first, and then pasted it to the wall."  

Johnston's classmate Paul Kim asked how the painting was attached.  

Cencula said a very strong paste was used and emphasized the effort it took to get the mural off 
of the wall. She said Margaret Nowosielska, from the Chicago Conservation Center, said usually 
a 70 year old mural practically falls off the wall, but this was not the case.  

Sara Stojakovic was curious about the blackboard.  

Cencula explained that it had to be carefully removed from the original room.  



"The slate is actually a rock," she said. "I guess now these have probably been outdated by dry-
erase, but we want to get some real chalk in here. It's so smooth when you write on it."  

Students asked when they could come and visit the museum again and Cencula said there would 
be many opportunities in the future.  

"This is just the first one of these I've done, and I look forward to more in the future with other 
classes," she said. "This is just the beginning. It's important to keep the story going, so other 
people can know about it." 

 


