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The flood of 2010 has caused a lot of anxiety about the many artifacts contained in the Grand Ole Opry House. But
the disaster has also created a new one for the 85-year-old country music show.

A stage door that became a symbol of the flooding due to a photograph of it halfway submerged has been removed
and will be preserved in such a way that the high water mark left behind will remain visible.

“The stage door will no doubt become a historic symbol representing this extraordinary event,” Opry President Steve
Buchanan said in a news release.

In the release issued today, the Opry provided several updates on its efforts to restore the Opry House and many
artifacts, instruments and clothing that were not among the items that were able to be moved to safety in the hours
before the facility flooded May 2.

In its attempts to restore videos, audio recordings, photographs, string instruments and other treasures, the Opry is
partnering with the Chicago Conservation Center; SPECSBROS, a New Jersey video preservation and
restoration firm; Fort Worth, Texas-based property restoration firm Belfor; and Nashville-based string instrument repairmen George
Gruhn and Joe Glaser.

“We are working with the very best professionals possible to ensure items are preserved,” Buchanan said. “This will not be a short
process, but rather one requiring much patience and meticulousness.”

The Grand Ole Opry is owned and operated by Nashville-based hospitality and entertainment company Gaylord Entertainment Co.

You can reach Brandon Gee at bgee@bizjournals.com or 615-846-4258.
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